Analgesia and haloperidol: a hypothesis.
We have previously reported 10 patient histories involving various intractable pain syndromes where the administration of Haloperidol either eliminated the need for narcotic analgesics or resulted in a significant reduction in narcotic dosage. We are presently undertaking a controlled double-blind evaluation of Haloperidol as an adjunctive treatment for intractable cancer pain. Based upon the reported clinical observations, these findings are discussed from the following aspects: 1. The isomeric similarity of Haloperidol to Meperidine. 2. Dose response between Haloperidol and analgesic effect. 3. The clinical literature regarding the use of Haloperidol for the effective withdrawal or maintenance of narcotic addicts. 4. The analgesic property as it relates to the opiate receptor.